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On February 1, 2009 leaders from all of Georgia Tech’s Greek community assembled 
in the Student Center  to attend the Greek Advance leadership conference.  The 
annual program is the product of collaboration between the Office of Greek Affairs, the 
Collegiate Panhellenic Council (CPC), the Interfraternity Council (IFC), the 
Multicultural Greek Council(MGC), and the National Pan-Hellenic Council (NPHC).  
Greek Advance is designed to equip the executive boards of all 55 chapters, and the 
leadership of all 4 councils with the basic skills needed to run a successful community 
during their term in office, and create ideas to advance the current state of their 
chapters and our Greek community..  The session topics included chapter and council 
collaboration, recruitment strategies, navigating the Georgia Tech judicial process, the 
Greek image on campus, violence prevention, values-based organizations, and new 
member programming.     

The schedule for Greek Advance was shortened compared to previous years, but the 
program was expanded to include a larger number of leaders from the Greek 
community. The program included a period of roundtable discussions and 
presentations tailored to specific officers within the chapters.  Roundtables 
discussions were formed for treasurer and finance officers, recruitment/rush/intake 
officers, new member/pledge educators, risk management and social chairs, 
scholarship chairs, and presidents. 

Facilitators for Greek Advance breakout sessions included John Michael Pantlik, a GT 
Hall Director; Ricky Livingston, Sexual Assault and Violence Prevention Coordinator 
from GT Department of Health Promotion;  Buck Cooke, GT Assistant Dean of 
Students and Director of Greek Affairs; and Matt Garrett, Assistant Director of the 
Office of Student Leadership and Service at Emory University.  

Two other programs for the Greek community were hosted concurrent to Greek 
Advance; Greek Peer Education and Foundations: House Managers’ Training.  

Foundations included information sessions from the GT Environmental Health & Fire 
Safety Office, GT Solid Waste Management and Recycling, GT Office for Emergency 
Preparedness, and the GT Police Department Crime Prevention Unit.  Foundations is 
designed to promote collaboration and build community between the chapter house 
managers, and provide them with information and resources to keep their facilities 
safe and running smoothly.  

Greek Peer Education is a program held each semester for recently affiliated new 
members of CPC and IFC chapters.  The Greek Peer Education sessions teach new 
members about the basics of Georgia Tech’s alcohol and organizational policies, 
provide them accurate definitions of hazing, and encourages them to consider what 
constitutes sexual violence and ways to avoid it. 
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Over sixty undergraduate Greek leaders filled the Alumni 
Faculty House on January 27, 2009  for a Greek 
Leadership Breakfast hosted by the Greek Alumni Council.  
Representatives from all four council executive boards and 
leaders from individual chapters attended the early morning 
event.  The leaders were treated to a warm breakfast and 
the chance to mingle with members of the Greek Alumni  
Council, a sub-committee of the Alumni Association chaired 
by Ben Mathis (IM, 81, Phi Delta Theta).  The students 
were also treated to an inspiring keynote address by Tom 
Noonan (ME,83, Alpha Tau Omega), the founder and Chief 
Operating Officer of Internet Security Systems, who spoke 
about the ways in which his success has been shaped by 
his leadership experiences in the Georgia Tech Greek 
community. 

The Georgia Tech Greek Advisory Council was formed by 
of the Alumni Association as it became clear that Greek 
alumni have been overwhelmingly supportive of the 
Institute after graduation.  During the past four years, 
donations from Greek alumni have constituted over 70% of 
the major gifts to Tech.  The Alumni Association recognizes 
the leadership and high quality alumni which Greek life 

generates and the Greek Alumni Council’s purpose is to, 
“ensure that a healthy Greek community on the Georgia 
Tech campus continues to cultivate life-long supporters of 
Georgia Tech.” The members of the council plan to do 
pursue their mission through advice, advocacy, facilitation, 
and providing opportunities, like the Greek Leadership 
Breakfast, for the young leaders in the Greek community to 
meet and learn from alumni predecessors. 

The Greek Alumni Council plans to host another leadership 
breakfast before the close of the Spring 2008 semester.  
The first breakfast was hosted in October 2008, and 
featured an address from A.J. Land (IM, 60, Sigma Chi),  
chairman of Pope & Land Enterprises, and a 2008 recipient 
of the Joseph M. Pettit Alumni Distinguished Service 
Award. 
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Among many other things, the Beta Psi Chapter of Sigma 
Chi chapter at Georgia Tech is notable for its incredible 
alumni involvement. In 2005, their alumni founded the Beta 
Psi Foundation—an organization whose goal was to raise a 
$1 million endowment for the local chapter of Sigma Chi. In 
2008, the Foundation completed the fundraising and is 
actively putting those funds to good use. 

 
Each year the 
Beta Psi 
Foundation 
gives between 
$30,000 and 
$50,000 to the 
chapter in the 
form of 
scholarships. 
On February 
21, 2009, the 

foundation held its annual scholarship awards banquet. 
The banquet was held at the Georgian Club. Over 100 
alumni, undergraduates, parents, and Georgia Tech faculty 
and staff attended, including Vice President of Student 
Affairs Dr. William Schaffer, Dean of Students John Stein, 
and Coordinator of Greek Affairs Darby Frizzell. 
 
The keynote speaker for the evening was A.J. Land, a Beta 
Psi chapter alumnus who has seen incredible success in 
real estate and land development. He discussed the 

reasons he decided to attend Georgia Tech, the reasons 
he chose to join Sigma Chi at Tech, and the lessons he has 
learned through his experiences with Sigma Chi.  
Undergraduate brother Garrett Langley also spoke at the 
event.  Garrett served as the 2008 Interfraternity Council 
Treasurer and was named as the Southeastern 
Interfraternity 
Conference’s 
Greek Man of the 
Year on the same 
evening as the 
Beta Psi dinner. 
 
Sigma Chi 
Scholarships were 
awarded for Most 
Dedicated Brother, 
Most Dedicated 
Officer, Most 
Improved Grades, 
Most Outstanding 
Pledge, and 
Highest Pledge 
GPA. 
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The end of March will usher in the sunnier, warmer days of Spring, but more 
importantly, it will signal the start of the Georgia Tech Greek community’s 
annual Greek Week celebration.  2009 will mark the fifty-second year of 
these Tech fraternity and sorority festivities.  Ten days of intense competition 
will kick-off on March 29, with TUG, the annual tug-of-war competition, and 
will close the evening of April 7 with Greek Sing and the Stroll competition.  
Chapters have already begun their training preparations for the games, and 
the Greek Week Executive Committee is busy finalizing the details of the 
nearly 40 events on the 2009 schedule. 

Greek Week consists of a range of different competitive events.  Some 
events are simple like the egg toss, hot-dog eating, and human pyramid con-
tests.  Other events are much more intricate, requiring hours of practice and 
numerous rehearsals, like Greek Sing and TUG.   No matter the level of diffi-
culty, Greek Week events are fun for the participants and entertaining for 
spectators. 

New on the Greek Week calendar is a movie night hosted in the Greek 
neighborhood.   All members of the Greek community are invited and en-
couraged to bring blankets and chairs to the event and enjoy a movie with 
their interfraternal brothers and sisters. The evening will include free pop-
corn, snow cones, and a dessert social.  The dessert social, hosted by the 
chapters of the Multicultural Greek Council(MGC), will feature traditional des-
sert fare, as well as sweets representative of the cultural identities of the vari-
ous MGC chapters . 

Greek Week 2009 will also see the return of the very popular Stroll Competi-
tion.  Debuted for the first time last year, and held in tandem with Greek Sing, 
Stroll 2009 will feature 14 different pairings.  A National Pan-Hellenic Council
(NPHC) chapter or MGC  chapter is paired with an Interfraternity Council 
(IFC) chapter or a Collegiate Panhellenic Council(CPC) chapter.  The pairing 
works together and creates a party stroll, a choreographed dance where the 
participants travel while performing.  The pairings will perform their strolls in 
between the traditional Greek Sing musical acts, competing for points and 
bragging rights. 

If you have any questions about Greek Week, visit their website at:  

http://cyberbuzz.gatech.edu/greekweek/.  The site contains a full schedule of 
the week as well as contact information for the Greek Week Executive com-
mittee.  
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On Saturday, February 28 over 80 local and regional 
fraternity and sorority volunteers and professionals 
gathered in the Student Services Building for the 
Southeast Greek Housing Conference. The conference, 
hosted by the GT Office of Greek Affairs and The Laurus 
Group, was geared towards alumni members of 
fraternities and sororities who serve as members of house 
corporation boards and facility managers for chapter 
houses throughout the region.  Attendees included  house 
corporation officers, alumni association officers, chapter 
advisors, and international officers from states including 
Georgia, Florida, South Carolina, Alabama, and even as 
far away as Indiana, Ohio, and Michigan.   

The purpose of the conference was to bring housing 
officers up to speed on the latest information, policies, 
and resources available for chapters looking to build, 
renovate, expand, or even maintain their current housing 
structures.   Topics covered during the conference 
included: House Corporation Board Management and 
Recruiting, Risk Management and Insurance, The 
Collegiate Housing and Infrastructure Act (CHIA), the 
latest trends in fraternity and sorority architecture, LEED 
certifications in new housing, property and facility 
management, and fundraising and communicating with 
alumni.   

Julie Cain Burkhard, the Chairman of the National 
Panhellenic Conference (NPC) discussed the Collegiate 
Housing and Infrastructure Act (CHIA), a piece of 
legislation designed to change tax law so tax deductible 
donations can be made for general safety improvements 
of collegiate student housing. Current tax law restricts the 
ways tax-exempt organizations, like fraternities and 
sororities, can allocate their funds.  Julie Cain Burkhard 
urged the conference attendees to rally their 
organizations, write letters, and make phone calls to their 
representatives and senators.  

The schedule also included a panel discussion of 
architects with experience in the design of fraternity and 
sorority houses.  The architect panel included Janice 
Wittschiebe (Architect, Richard, Wittschiebe & Hand 
Architects, Alpha Xi Delta), Mike Hug (Hug & Associates, 
Kappa Sigma), Bob Cunningham (Cunningham + 
Associates, Alpha Tau Omega).  The panel addressed  
topics including LEED certifications, community style 
bathrooms, parking garages, fundraising and 
development, ideal chapter house size, and building 
timelines.  Prior to the panel discussion, the architects 
each gave a brief presentation addressing a specific 
aspect of fraternity house finance , design, or 
construction. 

Other speakers for the programs included: Stephen 
Becker (Beta Theta Pi), Mick McGill (Willis HRH, Kappa 
Sigma),  Steve Ratterman (Fifth Point Properties, Sigma 
Nu),  Bill Paris (The Laurus Group, Kappa Delta Rho), 
and Brian Bates (The Laurus Group, Tau Kappa Epsilon).  

The one day conference was sponsored by The Laurus 
Group, Phired Up Productions, GreekHousing.net, Willis 
HRH, and Culinary Consultants, Inc.. 

 

Visit www.thelaurusgroup.net for more information.  
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Julie Cain Burkhard, chairman of the National Panhellenic Con-
ference (NPC) addressed the conference attendeesabout the 
Collegiate Housing Infrastructure Act (CHIA),  

The panel of architects, including Tech Alumni Janice 
Wittschiebe, Mike Hug,  and Andy Anderson, answered a se-
ries of questions.  
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The GreekBuzz is a publication of 
the Georgia Institute of Technology 
Office of Greek Affairs.   
 
Please send your comments, 
suggestions, and thoughts to the 
Office of Greek Affairs c/o Darby 
Frizzell.  

Contact Us: 
Office of Greek Affairs 
141 Student Services Bldg. 
353 Ferst Drive, NW 
Atlanta, GA 30332-0285 
Phone: 404.894.2002 

Fax: 404.385.3020 

www.greek.gatech.edu  

Office of Greek Affairs 
Staff 
 
Buck C. Cooke 
Assistant Dean of Students/Director 
of Greek Affairs 
cooke@gatech.edu 
 
Darby A. Frizzell 
Coordinator of Greek Affairs 
DarbyF@gatech.edu 
 
Lindsey Anne McKinney 
Graduate Assistant for Greek Affairs 
Lindsey.McKinney@vpss.gatech.edu  

 
Tawanna Wilson 
Senior Secretary 
Tawanna@gatech.edu  
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Coming together is a beginning. 
Keeping together is progress. 
Working together is success. 

Henry Ford 

The era of the rugged individual is giving way 
to the era of the team player. 

Everyone is needed, but no one is necessary. 
Bruce Coslet 

We must all hang together, 
or assuredly, we shall all hang separately.  

Benjamin Franklin  

 

 

Synergism is the simultaneous actions of 
separate entities which together have greater 

total effect than the sum of their individual 
effects. 

Buchholz and Roth 

It is amazing what can be accomplished when 
nobody cares about who gets the credit.  

Robert Yates 

Synergy is the highest activity of life; it creates 
new untapped alternatives; it values and 

exploits the mental, emotional, and 
psychological differences between people. 

Stephen Covey      
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