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On  April 7, the Collegiate Panhellenic Council(CPC) voted to invite the 
Alpha Phi International Fraternity to join the Georgia Tech Greek 
community.   
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With its urban location, rich traditions, national reputation, and Greek life history, the 
opportunity to start a chapter at Georgia Tech was deeply coveted by many national 
sororities.  After several rounds of elimination during the extension process, and a 
competitive pool of applicants, Alpha Phi received and accepted CPC’s invitation to 
colonize on Georgia Tech’s campus in the Fall of 2008.  
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Alpha Phi was founded in 1872 at Syracuse University. Their national 
headquarters are located in Evanston, Illinois. They have more than 
100,000 living members and 147 active chapters throughout the United 
States and Canada. Megan Bouche, Alpha Phi’s Associate Director of 
Marketing and Extension, stated, “Alpha Phi is thrilled to join the dynamic 
Greek community at Georgia Tech.  The students© spirit of innovation 

aligns with Alpha Phi©s founding values, and we could not be more excited to welcome 
Georgia Tech women to our sisterhood.  The support received from the staff and 
students thus far has been amazing, and we look forward to a successful partnership 
with the Institute.” To learn more about Alpha Phi, visit AlphaPhi.org.  

Alpha Phi will have limited participation in sorority recruitment and will launch their 
own recruitment campaign after CPC Bid Day in August. They will have several 
alumnae members specifically devoted to the success of their new colony.  

The Collegiate Panhellenic Council is pleased to welcome Alpha Phi to Tech’s 
campus, and looks forward to a fruitful partnership.  
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Question: What is the oldest Greek letter society?  

Answer: Phi Beta Kappa  

The Kappa Alpha Order is the oldest social fraternity 
and was founded in 1825 at Union College, but the 
oldest fraternity to utilize Greek letters, and the 
organization credited for the birth of fraternities, is Phi 
Beta Kappa.   

Phi Beta Kappa was founded in 
December 1776 at the College of 
William and Mary.  Secret societies, 
such as the Flat Hat Club, had 
existed at the College of William and 
Mary for at least 25 years prior, but 
the founders of Phi Beta Kappa 
wanted their organization to be 
different.  According to their opinion, 
and unlike its predecessors, Phi 
Beta Kappa was founded on 

honorable intentions, and adopted a motto which is 
indicated by the Greek initial of Phi, Beta, and Kappa.   

The founders of Phi Beta Kappa decided to expand 
their society to other campuses and four more 
chapters were chartered in 1779.  Additional chapters 
were named according to the order of the Greek 

alphabet, Alpha being the first chapter, Beta as the 
second, Gamma as the third, and so on.  Many other 
fraternities, and later sororities, have used this system 
to indicate the order of each chapter’s founding.  

Expansion of Phi Beta Kappa was suspended for 
several years during the American Revolution and 
several years following the completion of the war, but 
the fraternity renewed its commitment to growth when 
it opened another chapter at Union College in 
Schenectady, New York.  

Today, Phi Beta Kappa is a highly esteemed honor 
society.  It is widely viewed as the most prestigious 
college honor society for undergraduates, and 
membership in the fraternity is seen as one of the 
highest academic honors available to undergraduates 
in liberal arts and the sciences.   

A few of Phi Beta Kappa’s famous members are: 
W.E.B. DuBois, John D. Rockefeller, Henry Kissinger, 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Gloria Steinem, Joseph 
Lieberman, Bill Clinton, Hillary Clinton, Ashley Judd, 
Glenn Close, Condoleeza Rice, George H.W. Bush, 
William Rehnquist, and Peyton Manning.  

References: http://www.shsu.edu/~eng_wpf/frat_hist.html, and 
Wikipedia.com.  
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On the evening of April 20, the Multicultural Greek 
Council(MGC) hosted its annual end of the year ban-
quet.  The end of the 2007-2008 school year closed 
with much celebration for both the individual mem-
bers and the chapters of the MGC.  

MGC was chartered just a little over 
a year ago, early in the Spring se-
mester 2007.  The council, whose 
mission is to “educate and serve the 
campus and community through co-
operation, communication, and par-
ticipation,” was founded with five mul-
ticultural interest fraternities and so-
rorities.  The founding organizations 
were Alpha Iota Omicron, Lambda 
Upsilon Lambda, Lambda Theta Alpha, Sigma Beta 
Rho, and Sigma Sigma Rho.   

Since chartering, the MGC has grown to seven or-
ganizations, welcoming Delta Phi Lambda late in 
Spring 2007, and most recently Xi Kappa, in April 

2008.   

Over the course of the past year, MGC has become 
more visible on campus by hosting events with other 
organizations, participating in Homecoming and 

Greek Week, and performing com-
munity service in the Atlanta area. 
In partnership with the IFC group 
Theta Xi, MGC’s newest organiza-
tion, Xi Kappa, won the first annual 
Stroll Competition held at Greek 
Sing in April.  

The end of the year banquet was 
held in the Student Success center 
and included music, food, an 

awards ceremony, a slide show, and plenty of laugh-
ter. The banquet served as an opportunity for the 
members of MGC to reflect on their accomplish-
ments, highlight individual contributions, and look for-
ward to further growth and heightened success in the 
Fall 2008.   
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Fraternity is the fuel that allows 
common people to produce 

uncommon results. 
Author Unknown 

To receive much, you must give 
much. 

Author Unknown 

True friends, like ivy and the wall, 
both stand together and together 

fall. 
Francis Bacon  

From the outside looking in, you 
can't understand it. From the 
inside looking out, you can't 

explain it. 
Author Unknown 

Friendship is the only cement 
that will ever hold the world 

together. 
Woodrow Wilson 

Not four years, but for life 
Author Unkown  

� � � � 
 �	 � � � � � 	 � ��

�


